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i. Ais of 6 Outoser iv¥S? tne Soviet military duty train to the UL, the Blue fx-
press, coatinued tc cross ithe rast German torder at Frankfurt/Oder.

3

The transferring of border crossing trains was handled by the Transfer (ffice
{i‘ebergabebuerc ), Frankfurt/Nder. This office was directly responsible to
the Freicrht Section of il Frankfurt/Uder. The Iransfer Cffice itself was lo-
cated al the main vassenger terminal in frankfurt/Cder. .. sub~section of this
office was ldotatea 1t the shunting station (Verschiebebahnhof ), Trains going
to the Ubuii werc actuvally transferred at the shunting terminal; trains coming
into hast Germany were turned over ai, the passenger terminal. Papers lor the
trains traasferres at the shunting terminal werc .rought to the main Transier
GIfice for vrozessiag. This method had been in effect since about February or
ifarch 1697,

3, The Polish trassfer orficials who serve in Prankfvrt/(der had a regular twenty-
four hour tour ol duty. They arrived at §:35 on the international passenger
{rain at trankfurt anc¢ retucrned the following day to Poland by locomotive or
on a iocal shuitle train to ieppen; this train consisted of a bagpage van and
two coaches anc ais> carried Russian officers. There were two transfer offi-
c¢ials and one irain master at each of the twc terminals on ecach shift. 1In all
there rere tweive Poiish officiales and six train men assigned to Frankfurt/
tder. They shuttled between the shunting and passenger terminals by locomotive
and cozch., thus avoiding the city. They uvsually all spoke German and oc-
casionally made nurchases at the HO store on the square in front o- the main
passenyer stavion. The vPolish officials and train men were rotated fregyvently
since cne of them fled to the .est during the spring of 1952. They were in-
spected oty tine polige aud custom officials of both Poland and Last Cermany.
They carried a special pass issued by the Polish .iuthorities alloving them to
procesé 1o Frankivri/Oder.

. On an average there were seven freight traius a day arriving at trankfurt/
Oder irom the UtSnk. These usually consisted of about three trains of fifty
gondola cars each of crude ore for 7iltendorf. 'There were also occasionally
indivicual carioads of hirh-grade manganese ore destined [or Ziltendorf. The
obther four trains consisted orimarily of anthracite for Fuerstenverg, Berlin-
L.chienberg and iiesa, stcel olates for diesa, and small-pauge rail, wool, cop=
per . cottonseea o1x. woviet military freight was usuaily shipned in indi-
lhivel caciozds aivtachéu to these regular freight trains. uxcertions were an
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entire military freight train of, for exunple, forty flatears carrying automobiles;
such a train was over and above the u.sues ssven a day.

No Russiasns actually took part in the trinsferring of trains at Frankfurt/Oder dur-
ing Jamuary 1953, The Russians wers, howver, particularly interesied in the ore
%rains and in reparations trains in geneiul. Ore trains arrived in Frankfurt/Oder
with four or five Russian soldiers alreac) aboard. Norm:lly another five or six
Russian soldiers got on at Frankfurt. A iussian lieutenant was usuvally in charge
of the train command from Frankfurt/Oder o1,

The Russians had the use of the first four rooms of the freirht ssction of the
Frankfurt/Oder passenger terminal.. The ne:t two rooms ware for Polis. train offi-
cials, and beyond that were the rooms for (orman perscnael,

The border station (Crenzbahnhof) Frankfu: t/Ouer vas to he ready for service by the
beginning of 1953, After that time tra's were no longe: to be rrocesaed at the
Frankfurs/Oder passenger terminal.

The ordsr of departure of the trains fimm lrankfuri/(der is determined by the Russian
Commander at the Reichsbahnamt Yerlin ~ (located in Irankfurt/Oder),
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